
Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 20Z0lZ1 part Z
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2021, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2021 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2021
notifying the external auditor.

KNOWSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

certifies that during the financial year 2020121, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2020t21. f6,920

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2020121: f6,639

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f200 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2017
' In relation to the preceding financial year (2019 t2O), the external auditor has not:

' issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
' made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
' issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
' commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
' made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
' The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 2B(3) of the Act.
lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).
TheAnnual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2),Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2021.
By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date

fuffi^W 2s/oy/tr
I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

*fap/zr
Signed by Chagman

/174"vt
Generic .^rt ralar"rs of Authority

parishclerk@knowstone.org. u k

I2l let, (.)
Telephone number

01398 341692

29./7/zr

*Published web address

www.knowstone.org.uk

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no laier ttran SO
June 2021. Reminder letters incur a charge of 840 +VAT
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CIuring the financial year ended 3't March 2021, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessffient of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and conirols in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2OZA!21 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internalaudit conclusions are summarised in this table.
Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the iniernai audii conclusions on whether.
in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
adequate to meet the needs of this authority.
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*. This authority complied wiih its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was approprlately accounted for l\/t
This authority assessed the signiiicant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequary ',

of anangements to ma$age ihese. ' 
, \///:

: l]. The precept or rates requirement resuited irom an adequate budgetary process: progress against
: the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

itj
i

'::. Expecied income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. , V/

=. Petty cash payments were properly suppoded by receipts, ali petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for. I tncr Iitlg> i

r *" Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authori$'s u, approvals. and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied. \/
,i. Asset and investments registers r,vere compleie ancj accurate and properly maintained. r-/
; Periodic bank arcount reconciliations were properly canied out durlng the year

Accounting statements prepared dunng fire year were prepared on ilie correct accounting basis
{receipts and payments or income and expendiiure), agre€d to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
praperly recorded. ffi

K lf the a.&o{ity ertified itsetl as exempt tarn a }irniired assurance review in 2*19fZA, E met the I i
exeffiptio.*criteriaandmnec{yde#aedits*lf exer*pt- $f theautharitybadatimitedass${anse t. -.1t\-/ treview *f its 2019f20 AG1g!!f "net caveredl _ _J " _,

i.. The authority publishes information on a website/webpage, up to date at the iime of the intemal
audit, in accordance with the Transparenry code for smaller authorities. ,l

hfi. The authcnly, dtlri*g ihe previaus year {2G13-20} correctly provided for fl:e period for tire
exercbe ef public dghts as reguired by ihe Accaunis and Aidit Regulatims {*videnced by the
*dice pabtished o* {fte websit* a*dlar auth*rity approved mi*utes c*nfirmi*g the dates s*t}.

t*. The a:.rthcrily has camgtied vuifr the pubiicaticn reqr*rer::ents for 2C19120 AGAB
{see AGAR Page I Guida*ee Nctesi-

r ii. {For trocal councils enly}
r Trust funds (including charitable) -The council met its responsibilities as a trustee,

\r/l I

I t-/
For any other risk areas ideniifled by this aufiority adequate contols existed (list any oiher risk areas on separate sheeis if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

15\C,r*\ 21
Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

Name of person who carried out the intemal audit

P ff,,< -Lt rnAnC\leLL-
1\r-4! nr\)..1ri\)L(, Date \5\Cu1 \Z 1

"lf the respo*se is ho' please state ffr<i implicatiorrsffiction beiag taken to address any weakness in corrtrol identified
(add separate sheeis if neededj.
*Note: lf the response is 'not covered'please state when the most recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; o1 if coverage is not required, ttne annual internal audit report rnust explain why not {add separate sheets if needed}.
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement2020121

We acknowledge as the members of:

KNOWSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangement* for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the hest of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 3'l March 2021, that:

1. We have pul in place arrangements for effective financial
management cluring the year, and for the preparation of
lhe accounting statements.

t/
prepared its accauntrng slatenrenls in at:rxsrdanc*t
with thr: Accor.rnts and ALtdit RegTulallorrs.

2. We maintainerl an adeqL.rate system of inlernal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect frautl
and corruption and reviewecl its effectiveness.

r'
rnade proper at7?nge/ile/1fs and act:eptad responsibility
frsr safeguarcling the pttblic noney and re.$o1r1ce.s rrr

its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or pctential
non-compirance with iaws. regulalions and Proper
Praclices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its {inances.

r'

has only dane what ll has alre legal pawer ln clo ancl has
complied wilh Praper Practlce s ,r doing sr:.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of eleclors'rights in accordance with ilre
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Requlatrons.

1/
during the year gave ail persons intercsled llte eppotlLtnilv l(l
inspect and ask qile-sllons ahaut this autltority's acooilnls.

5. We carried out an assessnrent of the risks facing this
authority and tr:ok appropriate steps to nranage lhose
risks, lncluding the inlroduction ol internal controls and/or
external insuranctl cr:ver where required.

t/
considered and documented the {inancial ancl ollrer ds&s rl
faces and dealt witlt them properly"

6. We marntained ihroughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audjt of the accounting
records and control systents.

t/
arranged for a competent person. indepen(lenl oi thn financinl
ccrttrols artci procedures. to give an ohjeclive view ctn v,ht:t|ter
internal canlrols fieet the needs ollhls smaller altthorilv

7. We took appropriate action on all matters rarsed
in reports from inlernal and external aucit. r' rcspcirded io /nailef.s broughl lo iis affentidn hy inlerna! anrl

external alrc1it.

8. We considered nrhether any litigation, liabillties or
cornmitments, events or transactions occurring either
during or after the year-end. have a financial intpact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in llre accounting statements.

r'
disc/osed everythtng it should have abtttt its l_;risiness ;rcfrvily
during the J/ear tnclLtditlg events taktng placa aftar the 'ieal
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accr:untahility
responsibilities for the fund(s)iassets. inclLrding
financial reporting and, if required. independent
exanrination or audit.

has met all of its tes6ronslbllliles yufirtre as a l.totly,
corporale lf /sa,!o/e managtn{l fri]Sfceof olocal lnrsl
0r lrusls.

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on: 

, IL+l of / 2oLt
and recorded as minute reference:

Lt f o6 L{)

explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:F -/-
chairman %
crerk ft/ftfrrr.*

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
heen published.

www.knowstone.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountabiliiy Return ZAZ\ft1 partZ
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Agreed

'Yes'means that this authority:

Yes No NIA

information required by the Code (not parl of the Annual Governance Statement)



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020121 lor

KNOWSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

I certify thal for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
ancJ present fairly tl"re financial position of this auithority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to t[e4thority for approval

I conlirm that these Accounting Staternents were
approved hy this authority on this date:

L+lo g /)o2 t

as recorded in minute reference:

zt I e[ (e)
I to the aut

,IW,
Date f /zu r,f

Total balances and reseryes al lhe heginning of l!:e yunr
as recorrled in the financial rr:cords. Value rnust aiTrnc 1o

Box 7 af previous year.

Total antount a{ precept (or for lDBs rate:; anrl t*vies)
received or receivalslc ln the year. Exoludr: any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total incame or reoeipls as rccorded in lh* cashhctr:k less
the precept or rates/levles received lline 2). lnclutle any
grants reoeived.

4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditLtre or paymenls nrade to and on lst:ltalf
of all employees. lnclucJe gross saiaries anrl wztqes.
e m p I oy e rs N I co n tri b t t ti o ns, enrployers i:ension
contributions. graturttes and severance paymoilts.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made dttring the year on the autharity s horrctwings fit any).

6. (-) All other payments Tatal expenditure or payments as rccorded in the citslt-
book /ess sfaffcosts iline 4) ancl loan inlrtrest/capital

Total baiances and reseryes at tlte encl ctf llse year. hlr.rst
equai (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 29,904 30,1 Ba

The sum of all current and deposit bank aocoi;nfs. r,'aslr
holdings and .short term inveslrnenls helcl as al ,37 A,larclt -
To agree with bank reconciliatian.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

2,727 2,924
The valite of all the propefty the atlltarity or{/ir.s - it rs mar.l{.)
up of all its fixed asseLs and long term t?yeslnlc'nl.s ils ,?,

J I NErCn.
't0. Total borrowings

C C

The <>tttstanding capital balance as al 31 ltiarch of all toan:;
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

The Council as a hody carporate ar:f.s a,s sol* truslec for
and ls rcsponsilsle for managing Tritsl funds ot".?ssofs.

N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transactions.

Signed by Chai of tire meeting whnre tlre

Page S of SAnnual Governance and Accountahility Return ZAZAIZI parl Z
Local councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smallerAuthorities

Year endino Notes and guidance

31 March
2020

€

31 March
2021
t

Please round all figures to nearest f1 - Do not leave any
boxes blank and report f0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought
forward 27,397 29,904

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 3,65C 4,07(

3,456 2,84t

1,ggs 2,29C

5, (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments C (

2,60C 4,345

/. (=) Balances carried
forward 29,904 30,1 8t

Yes No

1/



Bank reconciliation

Name of smaller authority: Knowstone Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only):

Financial year ending 31 March 2021

Devon

Clerk/ RFO

11t06t2021

Prepared by (Name and Role):

Date:

ET
Balance per bank statements as at 311312021:
Lloyds Treasuers Accouni 21,627.55
Lloyds Business Bank lnstant 10p0981

31,694.06

Petty cash float (if applicable)

Less: any unpresented cheques as at311312021
Cheque number U7 (155.48)

348 (3s.00)
350 (1,000.00)

(1,509.48)

Add: any un-banked cash as al31l3t2A21

Net balances as at311312021 (Box 8) 30,184.58
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