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Wendy Sweet <knowstoneparishclerk@gmail.com>

Natural Devon - Get Involved in 2019! 
2 messages

Tom Whitlock <tom.whitlock@devon.gov.uk> 1 May 2019 at 16:39

Dear Sir/Madam

 

Natural Devon - Get Involved in 2019!

 

2019 is ‘Year of Green Action’, a year-long drive to get us all to connect with, and take action for, wildlife -
https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/home. The Devon Local Nature Partnership (Natural Devon) brings together all
those interested in protecting and enhancing our environment for the benefit of people and wildlife.  Partners are
working together to encourage everyone to help our wildlife, during 2019 Year of Green Action and beyond, and it
would be great to have your parish involved.  We have listed a few initiatives below that we hope you might be
interested in.   See www.naturaldevon.org.uk for more information and follow us on Twitter or Facebook

 

Naturally Healthy Initiative

Connecting with nature is now known to be of huge benefit to our health and wellbeing.  Our ‘naturally healthy’
initiative is led by interested parties from the health, community and environment sectors who are working to embed
naturally healthy opportunities into the health sector’s offer and ensure that everyone across Devon has the
opportunity to connect with nature.  May 2019 is Naturally Healthy Month and is all about encouraging us all to get
outdoors and feel happier and healthier.  A range of activities are promoted on our website and we have sent
Naturally Healthy ‘prescriptions’ to all GPs surgeries.  It would be great if parish councils could get behind this
initiative by organising or promoting relevant activities (not just during May) – a poster for May is attached.  If you are
doing anything to help with this agenda or would like to discuss it further do get in touch.  More information, including
about our Naturally Healthy Forum (a network of interested people), at https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/priorities-and-
projects/naturally-healthy/

 

Get Devon Buzzing!

We are continuing to promote action for pollinators with a new Get Devon Buzzing postcard (see attached and let us
know if you want any for events etc) and  a presence at the Toby Buckland Festival this week and County Show. More
information on ideas for action and partners projects can be found on our pollinator web pages at
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devons-natural-environment/pollinators/

 

Life on the Verge  - Our roadside verges support a huge range of wildlife , including pollinators, and are one of the
few places where we can easily see beautiful wild flowers.   This spring Devon County Council is launching the ‘Life
on the Verge’ initiative in order to help communities manage and enhance their road verges (where safe and
appropriate to do so). If you have any verges that you are interested in managing for wildlife please see our guidance
at www.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife or give me a call (also see attached poster).

 

National Invasives Week (13th-17th May)

Invasive non-native species can harm the environment and be costly to the economy.  Invasive Species Week is a
nationwide initiative organised by the Non-Native Species Secretariat to raise awareness and encourage us all to
take action to control them.  During this week we will be sharing information on Devon invasives via social media.  To
find out more about the Devon Invasive Species Initiative, including information on priority problem species in Devon
see https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/home/devon-invasive-species-initiative/ .  Please help to raise awareness of
invasives and action that can be taken to control them and let us know if you are doing anything that we can promote
to others.

https://www.yearofgreenaction.org/home
http://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/devon_lnp?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/DevonLNP/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/priorities-and-projects/naturally-healthy/
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/devons-natural-environment/pollinators/
http://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife
https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/home/devon-invasive-species-initiative/
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2019 Conference – Community Action for Wildlife, 6th July, Chagford

To help inspire and enthuse action for wildlife we are organising an all- day conference on 6th July with talks, walks
and discussion on bats, butterflies, churchyards, meadows, gardening and much more.  The key note talk will be from
Sacha Dench who flew from Russia to the UK by paramotor to promote the conservation of Bewick’s swans. Please
promote this event to anyone in your parish who might be interested.  See https://www.naturaldevon.org.uk/2019-
community-action-for-wildlife/ for more information. 

 

Improving support for communities to help wildlife – quick questionnaire

We want to know how we can all better support communities to take action for wildlife and we won’t know without
your insight.  We would therefore be very grateful if someone in your parish could fill in the questionnaire using the
link below by 20th May (please let me know if it doesn’t work).  We are particularly interested in your thoughts on our
proposal for a network of Parish Wildlife Wardens who receive some e-training (and other training if resources allow). 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gzehjWjLP0S7S5l_d_1b-7eiL_
g2eehBppZQZV1XM8BURjJRODBOOVpRWDVBTU41T1IzSlpQMzhNTS4u

 

Please feel free to put any of the attachments to this email in your parish notice boards and share them with any
interested parties.

 

Most importantly, have fun connecting with wildlife and do get in touch if you would like to discuss any of the above
further.  We look forward to hearing from you.

 

Kind regards

 

Tom

 

Tom Whitlock

Devon County Council Ecologist on behalf of the Devon Local Nature Partnership

AB3 Lucombe House, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD

( 01392 383390

Disclaimer: http://www.devon.gov.uk/email.shtml
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Get Devon Buzzing PostCards May 2019.pdf 
1199K

Naturally Healthy May poster V2.pdf 
688K

Life on the Verge A4.pdf 
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Wendy Sweet <knowstoneparishclerk@gmail.com> 7 May 2019 at 15:10
Draft To: Tony Moore <tonymoore@knowstone.org.uk>, Jeremy Filmer-Bennett
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Wendy Sweet
(Knowstone Parish Clerk)
Tel : 01398 341692
Please send all email responses and communication of an official nature to:
parishclerk@knowstone.org.uk 
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